
Dear South Charlotte Families, 
 
It is hard to believe that we have now been in school for almost a month.  The time is going by quickly and I am loving 
this beautiful fall weather, one of my favorite times of the year!  I have several updates so please bear with me as you 
read through this week’s Shockwave. 
 
We have had some close calls with cars blocking the entry and exit of buses.  If you are dropping off or picking up 
your child, join the carpool line or get a bus assignment please.   
 
We will not be using lockers at this time.  There is not enough time to have students go to lockers in between classes 
due to having to stagger the amount of traffic in hallways, and lack of being able to have appropriate levels social  
distancing. If your child wants to use a rolling bookbag that will be acceptable. 
 
There is a Tik Tok lick challenge sweeping the country on social media.  Some of our students have gotten involved.  
This challenge has students stealing materials from their classrooms and vandalizing bathrooms by ripping soap dis-
pensers off walls, stuffing items down toilets, and ripping handicap rails from the walls. They have friends videotape 
these activities and upload to Tik Tok.  I am happy to say that many of our students have come forward to report 
these issues and we are taking appropriate actions with identified students, starting with parent contacts.  We have a 
video from the administrative team that will air on Monday detailing that these acts will not be tolerated.  I’ve asked 
students to come forward and create positive challenges to showcase our school as a community and great place to 
learn.  Please talk with your children about this and share with them the consequences for vandalism and stealing, as 
well as the expense students will be responsible for in repairing items in the school, or replacing classroom materials.  I 
have also let students know that even if you haven’t vandalized or taken materials, filming an inappropriate act makes 
you part of the activity.   
 
We have some staff changes to report.  First, we welcome Ms. Paris Baker, our new senior administrative secretary.  
She transferred from another CMS school in the same position, and we are so happy to have her join our team. 
 
Ms. Laura Harlik has joined the 6th grade ELA team this past week and jumped right in to present lessons as though 
she’s been here since the start of school.  We appreciate her positive spirit she’s brought to our school community.   
 
Finally, we will say goodbye to Justin Rose, our athletic director, as of October 15th.  Coach Rose has chosen to start 
his own contracting business.  He will be missed but leaves the athletic program well planned and organized for the 
next athletic director.   
 
I want to commend our teachers for their flexibility with schedule changes, and for helping students navigate these 
changes so smoothly.  I have been checking in with the kids and they tell me that teaching and learning continues to 
be a focus. Thank you for your support, families, as we monitor enrollment, staffing changes, and work to put the best 
teachers in our classrooms. 

 
Have a wonderful weekend, everyone.  Thanks for sharing these great kids with us each day!  Your support is appreci-
ated and valued.  Please reach out if I can assist you in any way. 
 
Dr. Sharon Dougherty 
Interim Principal  

September 24, 2021 



9/27  Softball/Volleyball VS Community 
House 5pm 

9/30-10/1  MAP Reading  

10/4-5  MAP Math 

10/6 Early Release Day; students re-
lease at 12:30 

10/12 Virtual Counselor Coffee 9:15am 

 

Staff Highlight:  

Gabrielle Mirelez  

Counseling Intern 

 
Our school counseling department is  

excited to introduce Gabrielle Mirelez, a 
counseling intern from Winthrop  

university. Gabrielle is in her final year of 
her master’s degree in School  

Counseling, and is thrilled to be placed 
at South Charlotte Middle School.  

Gabrielle will be on campus Monday-
Thursdays from 8-2pm under the  

supervision of Ms. Jones and working 
with all students. Gabrielle is an avid 
reader, Marvel movie enthusiast, and 

originally from Texas. We are so grateful 
to have additional counseling support 

this year – please feel welcome to reach 
out to Gabrielle and say hello!  

Gabriellel.mirelez@cms.k12.nc.us 

Thank you to our Sponsors: 

mailto:Gabriellel.mirelez@cms.k12.nc.us


These are directions for parents to  
download & set up the Canvas app. 

They can also click the gear and 
set up notifications. (i.e. Alerts when 

an announcement is made, when their  
student scores below a specific grade, 

an assignment is missing, etc.) 
 

  https://docs.google.com/
presentation/d/1WZdzWwk3F-

lymbakYmqhtdrCZc6stj_V/

Canvas Parent Observer  

Accounts:  

Dear SCMS Families,  
  

We thank you and your family for being our valued partners as we work together to 

educate the children in our school this year. We value input from our community and 

we need to hear from your child(ren)! They are important partners as we work to  

improve their overall experience and support their needs.  
  

In order to learn more about student experiences, we will be asking for your child’s 

feedback via an online survey. The survey shouldn’t take more than 20-30 minutes to 

complete. Students will take the surveys during Academic Enrichment.  
  

We are asking that all of our students participate in the surveys, as their feedback will 

provide invaluable insights into their experiences and how to improve and adapt our 

school to their needs. If a student doesn’t feel like they have enough  

information to answer a question, they will be able to skip the item altogether. The 

survey content will ask students to reflect on their social-emotional learning skills, like 

self-management and self-efficacy.  
  

We thank you in advance for your support. If you have any questions about the  

survey administration, please don’t hesitate to contact  Amanda Jones at 

amandap.jones@cms.k12.nc.us  
  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1WZdzWwk3F-lymbakYmqhtdrCZc6stj_V/edit#slide=id.p1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1WZdzWwk3F-lymbakYmqhtdrCZc6stj_V/edit#slide=id.p1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1WZdzWwk3F-lymbakYmqhtdrCZc6stj_V/edit#slide=id.p1
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In compliance with federal law, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools administers all education 

programs, employment activities and admissions without discrimination against any 

SOUTH CHARLOTTE MIDDLE SCHOOL 

8040 Strawberry Lane 

Charlotte, NC  28277  Phone: 980-343-3670  Fax: 980-343-3725 

 South Charlotte is a member of the Southwest Learning Community. (980) 344-7160 

 To report an absence email scms.attendance@cms.k12.nc.us or you may phone the school 

at                   980-343-3670. 

 Online School Payments (OSP) - CMS has provided us with the opportunity to accept pay-

ments for school events on-line.  It is much like Athletics Pay-to-Play, comes with a fee (4%), 

and allows you to pay at your  convenience.  If you choose to pay on-line, it also relieves our 

teachers from the time     taken to do the paperwork and to receipt and turn in money or 

checks.  Teachers will continue to take cash and checks as they always have.  

 Just sign in to:  osp.osmsinc.com/CMS 

 Choose your student’s event and homeroom teacher, and make payment.   

 The teacher and Financial Secretary are sent advisements of your payment. 

 We hope you will take advantage of this opportunity.  Through the year, events will be                       

added including field trips, textbooks, fees, and other payments. 

 Re-link your Harris Teeter VIC card!  Our TIE number is 1933.   

http://www.harristeeter.com/community/together_in_education/

link_to_your_school.a spx  

 Need a tutor?  Check out our website for a great list. 

mailto:scms.attendance@cms.k12.nc.us

